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MONTANA PUBLIC RADIO TO EXPLORE STATE’S POVERTY ISSUES 
MISSOULA—
During the next two years, Montana Public Radio’s News Department will present 
regular feature stories about issues of poverty in Montana.
The features project is supported by a $78,500 grant from the Northwest Area 
Foundation, whose mission is to help communities reduce poverty.
“Poverty in Montana takes many forms, from working families who can’t afford health 
care to food banks who can’t keep their shelves stocked to keep up with the increasing demand,” 
said Sally Mauk, news director at The University of Montana Broadcast Media Center, where 
MPR’s studios are located. “I’m excited about the project and the opportunity to get our news 
staff out to many Montana communities to report on such an important and timely topic.”
Kevin Maki, a longtime Montana journalist, will join the MPR staff for the two-year 
project. Maki currently produces feature stories about people and places in the Bitterroot for the 
radio station.
The Northwest Area Foundation works in an eight-state region that includes Montana. 




For more information about the Northwest Area Foundation, visit its Web site 
http://www.nwaf.org.
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